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Retrieval of Non-Textual Materials on The Internet: An Analytical 

And Evaluative Study of Topographic Maps’ Directories 
Abstract

No Doubt that the Internet has become the most important source of 
Information; as it is important for student, researcher, teacher…etc.; so it is 
important to know how to reach what we need, but it becomes difficult to some 
people; as they have problems to reach; so the idea of search tools appears to 
know what are they, types of them, ways of retrieving textual and nontextual 
materials easily. 

The present study consists of Introduction, six chapters, and conclusion 
reached by the researcher, as follow: The 1st chapter describes what are 
nontextual materials, types, history and development, what are the available 
search tools to retrieve them easily, and the problems of retrieving nontextual 
materials. The 2nd Chapter mentions what is a topographic map as it a kind of 
nontextual materials, its development, types, and its bargains and colors to help 
in writing bibliographic data and records relating to it. The 3rd Chapter explains 
the different formats of topographic maps to retrieve the desired maps. The 4th 
and 5th chapters compare between web directories of topographic maps in 
International and National worlds. The 6th Chapter includes a design of Arabic 
web directory of General Egyptian Survey Authority.  

There are many results in this study and the most important are: The Ancient 
Egyptians were the first people who invent the nontextual materials when they 
use ancient Egypt writing (Hieroglyphs) in expressing emotions, chatting, and 
writing history. There’re many differences between ways of searching and 
retrieving images and audio materials, as every type has its way of searching and 
retrieving, which help in finding the desired material easily, and every type has 
its disadvantages. There are not similarities between world and Arabic sites 
except general components such as preliminary pages or history or tasks, but 
they different in ways of searching, as world search directories present ways of 
searching maps like click on the location, searching with name of the location and 
geographic coordinates…etc. 
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