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Hepatitis is considered one of the most dangerous hygienic
problems in the Egyptian society. All evidences refer to the remarkable
increase of the rate of spreading this disease in the last few years.

The research is mainly intended to recognize to what extent the
environmental, physical, cultural and social factors affect the incidence
of Hepatitis. The research also aims at pursuing the influence of the
disease on the social and economic relationships within the family.
Furthermore, the researcher in this dissertation is intent on tracing the
different patterns of response to the disease.

The researcher in this thesis has depended on three main
perspectives; the ecological, cultural and the social one. Moreover, the
researcher has greatly benefited from the issues of medical perspective
in understanding the medical sides of Hepatitis. In addition, the
researcher has relied on the social survey through the sample, case
study method, and the anthropological method.

It is worth noting that the research has come to the conclusion that
the cultural environment with its different influences represents the
decisive and significant factor in the spreading of hepatitis. It also
shows that the cultural environment includes the physical environment
within itself and exceeds it, namely the physical environment is
considered the direct range of the disease, whereas the cultural
environment represents the largest and deepest range of the incidence
of Hepatitis. Furthermore, the research uncovers the fact about the
profound impacts of Hepatitis on the pattern of social relationships of
the patient. The research also refers to the usage of many and multi
kinds of treatment in facing the disease, such as Domestic treatment,
formal treatment, and folk medicine.



