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Hosni Ibrahim Abdelazeem, The Role of Physician in Rural Community: A field Study

of A sample from Beni Suef's Villages, M.A. degree in Sociology, Cairo University, Beni
— Suef branch, 1995.

Abstract:

The role of the physician is considered one of the most important roles within the formal
medical system, as well as an indicator of the success of health care programs in any society.
The physician role is affected by group of related factors, both social and cultural, that are
predominant in the society or the medical system.

Consequently, the study aims at achieving two important goals. First, to provide an
integral sociological analysis of the physician's role within the rural community, to be able to
understand the nature of this role scientifically, and to identify the actual performance of
such role in this community. Second, to reveal obstacles - whether related to the physician
or to the cultural and social structure of the rural community - that hinders its proper
performance.

The study has depended mainly on the symbolic interactionism and role theory;
consequently, the hypotheses of the study are derived from those two theories.

The researcher has applied the social survey method in two ways, the comprehensive
survey, which includes all doctors who work in rural health institutions in Beni Suef
governorate. The other way is the sample, where the researcher has chosen a random
sample of the users of the folk healer and the health unit of (Alfant) village, Fashn district.
The researcher has used two questionnaires, one for doctors, and other for patients.

The physician's sample included 106 physicians, whereas the patients was 110 cases,
includes 60 of users of folk healer and 50 of health units patients. Both samples represent 5%
of the users of the folk healer and health unit.

The study has proven that the following hypotheses are true;

1- The level of medical education is related to the physician performance of his role in
the village.

2- The social values of doctors influence on performance of their role in the village.

3- The social origins of a physician affect on his sharing in initiating a social change in the
village.

4- The villagers' education level influences on the physician performance of his role in
the village.

5- Some rural traditions and customs affects the performance of the physician's role in
the village.

6- The folk medical practices influence on the physician's role in the village.

The study proved that the following hypothesis is false:

The attitude of the physician towards his work in the rural community affects on
performance of the his role in this community. olkl



